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Greece. The Swastika going up over
the Acropolis after the German
entry into Athens, April 27, 1941

on the road were attacked from
the air without respite.

By the morning of April 20,
the N.Z. div. occupied the Ther-
mopylae line from the sea to the
summit of the mountains, and the
6th Australian div. occupied the
Brailos position covering the main
road to Thebes and Athens. The
1st armoured brigade, which had
lost most of its tanks through
mechanical breakdown, was in
reserve protecting the right and
rear of the Anzae corps against
a threat from Euboea. The dis-
integration of the Greek forces,
however, made possible a German
penetration on the extreme left
of the line about Delphi.
Withdrawal of Forces

Clearly, little could be expected
from the Greek forces in Albania,
and that Greek resistance could
not long continue. Piraeus, at
which most of the British forces
in Greece had landed, had become
virtually unusable through bomb-
ing. Gen. Wavell cancelled the
sailing of further British troops
and arrived in Athens himself on
April 19. The prime minister had
committed suicide the day before,
and the king, acting as head of
his government, agreed that the
evacuation of the British forces
was essential.

On April 21 the Greek armies
in the Epirus capitulated. The
withdrawal from Thermopylae was
covered by a brigade group of the
N.Z. div., which inflicted severe
losses in men and tanks on the
enemy. Embarkation from open
beaches began on the night of
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April 24-25, and was completed
on May 1. (Small groups of those
left behind continued for months
to reach Egypt in little boats.)
The troops sent to Greece num-
bered approximately 57,660.
Close on 43,000 were, thanks to the
magnificent work pf the R.N., re-
embarked, but they had lost all
guns, transport, and equipment
other than personal equipment ;
27,000 were landed in Crete (q.v.),
the remainder taken to Egypt.
German parachute troops cut the
Corinth canal on April 26, and on
the 27th the enemy entered Athens.

GERMAN OCCUPATION. When
the Greek forces in Epirus capitu-
lated, King George II with the
crown prince and the government
left Athens for Crete, whence,
after a narrow escape from capture
by German parachutists, he was
taken off by a destroyer and
landed in Egypt. In Sept. the
Greek govt. was reconstituted in
London where it stayed until
March, 1943, when it moved to
Cairo, remaining there until it
returned to Greece in Oct., 1944.
Throughout the German occupa-
tion of Greece, it represented
Greek interests among the United
Nations, and directed the raising
of armed forces. Greek troops
attached to the 8th army dis-
tinguished themselves in N. Africa
at Alamein, and in Italy, particu-
larly in the operations which cul-
minated in the capture of Rimini
Sept. 21, 1944.

In Greece itself the Germans
immediately set up a quisling
government whose attempts to
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enlist support for the Nazi " new
order " had no success ;   in town
and   country the people resisted
their enemies.   These included the
Bulgars, who occupied W. Thrace
and E. Macedonia, and did their
best  to   Bulgarise   them.    Only
20,000   to   25,000   Greeks   were
drafted   for   work   in   Germany,
and some of them were repatriated
because of the defeatist propa-
ganda they spread.   Sabotage was
widespread;    in   reprisal   about
1,500 villages were burnt, render-
ing a million and a quarter home-
less.    Tobacco and currant har-
vests decreased to 11 p.c. and 34
p.o. respectively of pre-war pro-
duction.    A quarter of Greece's
limited   forests   were   destroyed,
90 p.c. of her large bridges and
50 p.c. of her smaller ones.   Loss
of life through guerrilla fighting,
famine, executions, and deporta-
tion amounted to 480,000,
Guerrilla Activities
By   the   beginning   of   1943,
guerrilla   activities   had   become
widespread, but attempts to co-
ordinate the various forces, whose
total was estimated at 25,000 men,
failed.    They were divided into
two    politically    hostile   bodies,
which fought one another as well
as the  enemy, even while .their
country    was   occupied.     Their
internecine strife continued after
.the Germans, threatened in the
rear by the rapid Russian advance
into   the   Balkans,   withdrew  in
Sept.-0ct., 1944, and British and
Greek regular forces from Italy,
and then the exiled government
from Cairo, arrived in Greece.

Greece.   British statesmen took an active part in trying to settle the political
crisis after the Greek liberation in 1944.   Archbishop Damasfcinos is here seen
presiding over an historic conference, Dec. 28,1944, with Winston ehurchill
and Anthony Eden on his right, and F.-JML Alexander on his left